
From the new President 

The Dambusters  

While taking over the reins from our past 
president, Kevin Ingersole, and I would like to 
thank him on behalf of our Save the Mary 
River Coordinating Group for the unflinching 
dedication and excellent  leadership he has 
put into this campaign over the last 2.5 years.  
Kevin will continue to be involved with devel-
oping our on going "stop the dam" strategies. 
 

While our Premier, continues to try to take the 
heat out of the Traveston Crossing Dam pro-
posal by delaying construction, it shows only 
as a smoke screen to cover for the independ-
ent reports that are now up on the Federal 
Department of Environment, Arts and Heri-
tage website  http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/
notices/assessments/2006/3150/index.html   

These reports are 
scathing.  

“These experts also advised that it would be 
highly unlikely that the dam would provide 

suitable foraging and breeding habitat to sup-
port the self-sustaining populations of these 
species.  The experts were also critical of 

many of the mitigation and offset measures 
proposed by the proponent.” 

 
No doubt, the government is preparing for an 
early election (Feb/Mar??) and we will con-
tinue to push for an overturn on the decision 
to dam the Mary River at Traveston Crossing 
by that election process. 
 

We also continue to wait for the overdue Co-
ordinator Generals report and Peter Garrett’s 
EPBC Act decision on the flawed Traveston 
Crossing Dam proposal that is still proposed 
for April 2009.  There are still many issues un-
address in the Supplementary EIS and espe-
cially the state government's claim that down-
stream communities and Ramsar Wetlands 
will not be impacted from lack of freshwater 
flows.  This needs to be independently as-
sessed by the Federal Government. 
 

Our campaign is traveling the length of the 
river from Hervey Bay to Maleny with the 
"unstoppable" Steve Posselt and the "Love, 
Mary" book this month to encourage families 
in our Mary catchment to come on board with 

the new initiative to inform Brisbane residents 
(particularly in marginal seats) about the im-
portance of preserving the river and why the 
dam will not solve their water woes.  This book 
"Love, Mary" is a call to arms to stop a dam on 
the Mary River locally, nationally and interna-
tionally. 
 

We watch with interest the developments of 
the legal action on Paradise Dam launched by 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council.  The 
impact the Paradise Dam has had on the 
Queensland Lungfish is at the heart of the civil 
court case.  Destruction of lungfish habitat is 
also one of the most controversial aspects of 
the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam with 
over 80% of its habitat lost if it were to go 
ahead, given what has already occurred in the 
Burnett River. 
 

One of the key strengths of this campaign is the 
diverse people it has brought together with a 
common objective to overturn the government’s 
decision to dam the Mary River at Traveston 
Crossing NOW and FOREVER.   It has resulted 
in great innovation, novel approaches to prob-
lems and involved people with great motivation 
and positive energy.  We invite any one with 
ideas to join us.  Become a member and be-
come involved.  People with wide ranging skills 
and ideas are just what is needed in a long term 
campaign as we will not rest until this dam is 
stopped and our river and Great Sandy Strait 
wetlands are protected. 
 

 A huge thank you to the committee and who 
have been involved in the campaign so far for 
the great effort to get our campaign to where we 
are today.  A special thanks to our Editor, Anne 
Stephens who will be leaving us for the far 
northern rivers of Cairns.  Anne will be sadly 
missed but we wish Anne, Bill and daughter Lea 
the very best on their new adventures. 
 

Looking forward to next year and already we are 
starting to make plans for our involvement in 
Woodford, World Wetlands Day (2nd Feb 2009) 
and the Mary River Festival in Gympie (21st 
March 2009). 
 
Glenda Pickersgill 
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Seasons Greetings 
All the volunteers and committee 
members from the Save the Mary 
River Coordinating Group, and 
our sister associations, the 
Greater Mary Association and the 
Save the Mary River Brisbane 
Group wish all our wonderful sup-
porters a safe and happy festive 
season.  A great time to revive 
body and soul in the river or head 
on over to enjoy the Great Sandy 
Strait.   We look forward to work-
ing with you in 2009 when we fin-
ish off this project once and for all, 
and look ahead together to restor-
ing the health of our communities, 
the Mary River, her species and 
their habitat.  
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In a push to drive the No Dam message deep into Brisbane, hundreds iof people living on 
the Mary River are sending a Love, Mary to householders in Brisbane. 
 

People along the length of the river have been taking up the Save the Mary River 
Coordinating Group’s offer to pay for postage, and sending a book to someone in 
Brisbane. 
 

At recent presentations by Steve Posselt, Book Preview’s and market stalls, people are 
buying one book, randomly selecting a name and address from the Brisbane White 
Pages, signing the letter to Brisbane households provided and sending the letter with the 
book. 
 

The letter has a very personal message to people in Brisbane and is designed not to look 
like a form letter.  People are able to include their own personal message.  Some people 
are sending photos of the river and their properties.   
 

“It’s a great way for city and country to come together.  This is our appeal to people in 
Brisbane to read the book and share it with their friends and family.  We’re asking them to 
stand with us.  Don’t let them do this to a river in your name” said David Kreutz, Secretary 
of the Save the Mary River group.   
 

“Brisbane families have changed so much about how they use water.  They’ve installed 
tanks, changed their habits and care deeply about where their water comes from.  The 
fact that they’ve made these changes means the damming of the Mary at Traveston 
Crossing is not necessary. 
 

“The popularity of the Traveston Crossing dam proposal has been in steady decline as 
people in Brisbane gain a greater understanding of the unsuitability of the site for a dam 
and the environmental consequence and they know that dams are unreliable.  Building 
more dams will not solve a water crisis in the future.  People want sensible spending on 
secure and reliable alternatives.” 
 

To send your letter, call in at the Save the Mary Info Centre, give our wonderful 
volunteers at the centre a call or go online to the online shop to order your pack. 

From our family … to yours    

Shop for Christmas here Or drop in and view our  
merchandise at the centre: 

 

Kandanga railway station,  
Kandanga 

 

C/0 Post Office, Kandanga, Q 
4570 

Ph: (07) 5488 4800 

By Tanzi Smith, GMA Research Officer 
 
When Peter Garrett finally gets to have a say 
on this dam, the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act requires him to 
consider four matters on national significance 
(N.B. he’s only responsible for seven, and 
we’ve got four of them!). They are: 
• Endangered and vulnerable species, 
• Wetlands of international significance, 
• Migratory species, and 
• World Heritage areas. 
 

Our campaign so far has ridden on the back of 
just one of these – the endangered and vulner-
able species – that is, our well known and 
loved lungfish, Mary River turtle, Mary River 
cod and so on. 
 

On the 5 Oct, 2008, the Greater Mary Associa-
tion held a forum titled “The River, the Bay and 
the Strait” in Hervey Bay which aimed to draw 
attention to the wealth of information that 
shows that the Qld Govt and QWIPL are at 
best mistaken, and at worst misleading the 
public when they say there will be minimal 
impacts on the estuary. Considerable evi-
dence, which has not been considered by 
QWIPL, shows that the proposed dam would 
threaten our wetland of international signifi-
cance, the Great Sandy Strait, migratory spe-
cies such as wader birds and the marine sec-
tion of the Fraser Island World Heritage Area. 
 

Cont. p 4 
 

Below: Beach Stone curlew 

Hidden Treasure 

www.savethemaryriver.com/shop 
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Katrina Steel, Lifeline Counsellor, Kandanga. 
Katrina has supported a shell-shocked commu-
nity and rapidly set about providing practical 
advocacy and out-reach services, under difficult 
circumstances, to give residents the opportunity 
to adapt to tumultuous changes in their circum-
stances.  Katrina established workshops on 
difficult topics including suicide prevention, 
maintenance of health and mitigation of sus-
tained elevated stress levels to enable a whole-
community response to our health and wellbe-
ing.  Katrina’s bright presence will be missed. 

Traveston Crossing Dam was announced in April 2006, several months out from a state 
election. There was strong opposition locally and this reflected in the votes in a number of 
local electorates. The dam cost the Labor Party the seats of Noosa and Kawana and took 
Hervey Bay to being far more marginal. 
 

The anti-dam campaign was only a few months old going into the last election. Peak con-
servation groups had not yet really joined in, many believing it was a pre-election an-
nouncement that would be backed away from when it had served its purpose. While there 
was a campaign to make the dam an issue in Brisbane seats, there was no strategic tar-
geting of marginal seats.  Much has changed since then. 
 

We’ve had the 2007 Senate Enquiry with over 200 submission to the Enquiry, and only 
one, that of the State Government, in favour of building the dam. 
 

The EIS received over 16 000 submissions, regarded as something of a record.  
 

The National GetUp! Climate Change Torch Relay put the Mary in the national spotlight, 
and “Mudrunner” Lindsay Titmarsh was invited to run the final leg of the relay in Canberra. 
 

Murray-Darling kayaker Steve Posselt’s month long “Don’t Murray the Mary” paddled up 
the Brisbane River, down the Mary and back via the Sunshine Coast. Later in the year he 
paddled down the NSW coast delivering over 3000 protest letters to Minister Garrett in 
Sydney. 
 

The fishway on Paradise Dam on the Burnett River, is the subject of a legal action cur-
rently before the Federal Court. This fishway is a proposed model for Traveston so the 
case will have implications on the Mary decision. The action is being brought by a coalition 
of environment groups, at local state and federal level and is an indication of the serious-
ness with which they view the failings. 
 

In late 2007, Labor member for Indooroopilly left the Labor Party to become the first 
Greens member in the House. High among his reasons was the Government’s insistence 
of pressing on with the Traveston dam. This was the third Labor seat lost to the dam. Fur-
ther it is understood that dropping Traveston has been a key condition for any Greens 
preference deal. 
 

Three separate motions have been passed by the Federal Senate condemning the Trave-
ston Dam and finally, in November  2007 “Love, Mary”, a book that brings the reality of the 
Mary to all who read it and a “vibrant call to arms”, hit the stands. 
 

“Taking  Mary to the Marginals”, is a strategy to target a substantial  
number of marginal seats, is in the final stages of preparation. It involves letterbox 
drops as well as the popular letter generator. In the last two and a half years nu-
merous networks and links have arisen, the ripples of opposition have spread far 
and wide and show no signs of diminishing. 
 

The government always said it would build the dam if it stacked up environmen-
tally. The federal reports now scientifically back up the many EIS submissions. 
Does this amount to “not stacking up” yet? Is it prudent, especially in tough eco-
nomic times, to spend over $500 M on a project that looks as if won’t get federal 
approval? 
 

There are two aims in the marginal seats campaign. One is to see the Federal 
Govt stop the dam before going to the next state election, while the second is to 
bring the dam and its impacts to the forefront of many voters’ minds when casting 
their decision. 
 

Financing the Marginal campaign. 
 

Inspired by the success of Adele’s sponsorship fundraising for the “Love, 
Mary” we’re seeking personal targeted sponsorships of $50 or $100 (or 
whatever). With an election widely tipped for February, it’s going to be a 
busy few months. If you can help either as a sponsor or as a foot-slogger in 
distribution, please contact the Save the Mary Info Centre in Kandanga. 

Professor Angela Arthington of the Australian 
Rivers Institute and Water Co-operative Re-
search Centre has recently released an excel-
lent and timely paper “Australian lungfish, Neo-
ceratodus forsteri, threatened by a new dam”. 
 

It draws from a number of sources to provide 
an overview of lungfish distribution, biology and 
requirements as well as assessing anticipated 
impacts of a dam at Traveston Crossing. It’s 
available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10641-008-
9414-y   
 

Peter Garrett also commissioned several stud-
ies.  In a surprise move by the Minister, the 
reports were released to the public with com-
ments on the website that stated that the inun-
dated area contains important habitat for the 
Mary River Turtle, Cod, Lungfish and the Giant 
Barred Frog that is critical to their ongoing sur-
vival.  The Dept site says that the experts also 
advise that it would be highly unlikely that the 
dam would provide suitable foraging and breed-
ing habitat to support these species and were 
critical of many of the mitigation and offset 
measures proposed by the proponent. 
 

Dr Kuching's report on the Mary River Turtle 
says the proposed dam would "modify, destroy, 
remove, isolate and decrease the availability 
and quality of habitat" and likely cause a disrup-
tion of the breeding cycle of about 50% of the 
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
 

The report claims that mitigation measures like 
nesting bank relocations are unlikely to fully 
compensate for the lost habitat, and the 
planned Freshwater Species Conservation 
Centre would be unlikely to be beneficial be-
cause the centre is dependent on the construc-
tion of the TCD "which would eliminate the 
majority of the best remaining juvenile habitat in 
the Mary River.” 
 

The reports make great reading.  Find them at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/notices/
assessments/2006/3150/index.html#update 
 

We pay tribute to... 

Damming reports continue 
to dog the dam Taking Mary to the Marginals 
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The research presented at the forum showed that the relationship 
between the estuary ecosystem and the river is finely balanced, 
and complex. The distance between the proposed dam site and the 
estuary has little to do with whether the dam has an impact – the 
impact is determined by the quality, quantity and timing of fresh 
water flows. Given that the downstream catchment is much drier 
than the catchment upstream of the proposed dam site, the flows 
which travel all the way from Kandanga, Imbil and Moy Pocket are 
very important for providing the estuary and the lower reaches of 
the Mary River with the freshwater it needs. 
 

So what does the Mary River do for the Great 
Sandy Strait?  Heaps.. here is a brief list..  
The river brings: 
• Freshwater to the Great Sandy Strait. Both the timing and the volume of this water is important. Many species of fish use the freshwater as 

a cue to migrate to breed, others need the fresh water so that their offspring have the water quality they need to survive. Without these 
cues, or the right conditions, breeding may not occur. This affects species such as barramundi, banana prawns and blue salmon. 

• Freshwater which also affects the overall saltiness, or salinity, of the Great Sandy Strait. This is very important because the Great Sandy 
Strait is hypersaline and the Mary River flows are important for ensuring the salinity does not increase further and change the ecosystem. 

• Nutrients and organic matter. These provide food sources which form the basis of the whole food chain. For example there are microscopic 
creatures living in the sediments under the water surface which eat this organic matter and provide food for fish, crabs and various inverte-
brates which in turn provide food for migratory birds, other fish, dolphins and so on.  The nutrients are also needed to feed the seagrass 
which in turn feeds dugong and green turtles. 

• Sediment, which carries a lot of the nutrients and organic matter. The sediments from the Mary River also eventually end up on beaches at 
Dayman Point and in Hervey Bay. 

• Flows which affect the mixing and circulation patterns between salt and freshwater, nutrient rich and poor water and where and when sedi-
ment is deposited. 

 

How would the roles that the river plays in the life of the estuary be affected by the proposed dam? 
 

We have major concerns about the impact of the proposed dam on small floods and on the provision of a consistent flow into the estuary and 
how this will then affect the breeding cycles of various fish and crab species and the food chain on which other fish, dugong, migratory birds, 
dolphins and turtles depend. There has been no analysis done by QWIPL to determine the quality, quantity and timing of flows needed to en-
sure that the food web of the Great Sandy Strait continues to function and maintain the productivity of the fishery.  This is despite the consult-
ants that QWIPL commissioned to look at the estuary recommending that a scoping study on fisheries productivity is required to understand 
the impacts of the proposed dam. 
 

Perhaps most importantly from the point of view of the Qld taxpayer, it has been estimated that providing the Ramsar wetland and fishery with 
minimum environmental flow will directly impact on the amount of water the proposed dam would yield. Preliminary estimates by two different 
professionals have suggested the reduction in yield could be between 28-42%. This has a direct impact on the economic viability of the pro 
posed dam and confirms that the dam is waste of tax payer money. It’s like buying for a carton of eggs but only getting 6 or 7 out of the dozen 
over and over again! 
 

You only have to look at the impact of all the impoundments on the Burnett River to see the way holding back and extracting too much of a 
river decimates an estuary and its fishery. We also have a hint of what could happen from the impacts the barrage has had on Mary River 
fisheries. As it stands now, we have no mechanism at the state level for ensuring the estuary is considered.  Unlike the Moreton Bay Water 
Resource Plan, the Mary Basin Water Resource Plan does not consider environmental flows to the Great Sandy Strait and estuary. This is 
something QWIPL has tried to hide behind and we need to get the word to all concerned politicians, particularly Peter Garrett—do not ignore 
the estuary and Great Sandy Strait. 
 

It’s clear, QWIPL can’t have their dam, their environmental flows for the estuary, the river, and provide water to the 
people of the Mary Catchment too. They haven’t done the sums to work this out yet. It’s up to us to make this huge 
gap in their argument into yet another nail in the coffin of the proposal. 
 

Hidden Treasure (cont. from p 2) 

Above:  Great Sandy Strait.  Photo:  Nikki Michail 

Home to diverse marine mammals and birds:  from left, Eastern curlew, Dugong, Loggerhead turtle and pelican. 


