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Important News from the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group Inc. 

September 13 2009        Bligh Anniversary Announcement 

1 Tell people 

the real state of 

play. 

2 Attend the 

Kandanga 1000 

- music , enter-

tainment, food 

(Sat 19 Sept) 

and horses (Sun 

20 Sept). 

3 Add your view 

to blogs online. 

4 Look out for 

new letters. 

5 Read the me-

dia and speak 

out with letters 

to the editor, 

phone-ins and 

blogs. 

6 Write a per-

sonal letter to 

Peter Garrett. 

7 Use Facebook 

to rally your 

friends and 

share your views. 

8 Attend the 

film screening, 

bullet train, 

poet’s breakfast, 

Pier Festival, or 

Station Square 

Maryborough 

events - info on 

web or at the 

Centre. 

9 Visit the  

website 

www.savethemaryriver.com . 

10 Make sure 

you’re on a mail-

ing list to stay in 

touch. 

10 Things to Do Right Now 

"Believe and act as if it were impossible to fail.” - Charles F. Kettering  

Anna Bligh Announcement Rallies Public Attention 

Queensland awoke this morning  to an announcement 
from Premier Bligh, that the dam was approved and con-
struction would begin by January. 
 
Based on a media statement released exclusively to the Sunday Mail, 
the resultant front page article brought shock, and an even firmer 
resolve, to supporters of the Save the Mary campaign. Reading more 
closely, what really happened today is something far less dramatic. 
 
“Today’s news is not a big deal. Despite the media fanfare this is not 
the EIS going to Peter Garret for approval, it’s a draft of the possible 
conditions. Even the Government media release states that what they 
have sent to Canberra is the draft set of proposed conditions,” Steve 
Burgess said to hundreds gathered at Kandanga this afternoon. 
 
The article went on to promise construction would begin in the new 
year, pending federal approval, in a style reminiscent of Beattie’s 

claims in 2006 that the “bulldozers would be rolling by Christmas”. 
Like that statement, today’s was another media stunt but one that’s 
welcomed by the Save the Mary River Coordinating Group. This 
premature announcement suggesting approval may well have back-
fired. It was widely interpreted as the Government’s attempt to re-
gain the front foot after a bad week in the media in terms of health, 
education and the continuing fall-out of the Gordon Nuttall case.  
 
Instead, it triggered a gathering of hundreds of supporters, at only a 
few hours notice, to meet with a pack of media at the Save the Mary 
Info Centre in Kandanga. The gathering served to reassert our oppo-
sition, and also allowed a shocked community to meet together, clar-
ify the meaning behind the day’s headlines and plan for the next phase 
of the campaign. 
 
This Bulletin gives you an at-a-glance-guide to the cam-
paign right now. 

Anna Bligh celebrates her anniversary with a 
Traveston Crossing Dam exclusive ... but the  
announcement seems a trifle undercooked 

http://www.savethemaryriver.com/
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Contacts List 
Save the Mary River Coordinating Group  (STMRCG) 
Post: c/o Post Office, Kandanga, Q 4570 
email: savethemaryriver@gmail.com  
Web: www.savethemaryriver.com 
Forum: www.travestonswamp.info/forum/ 
 
Save the Mary Info Centre - Open 7 days 
Visit: Kandanga Railway Station, Kandanga 
Phone: (07) 5488 4800 

Greater Mary Association (GMA) 
email: greatermary@gmail.com  
Web: www.ourgreatsandy.com/ 
 
Save the Mary River Brisbane Group 
Phone: David 0403 871 082 or Gaby 3395 5028 
email: savethemaryriverbrisbane@yahoo.com.au  
Web: www.savethemaryriverbrisbane.wordpress.com/ 

 

Queensland government 
desperate with Traveston 
dam referral." 

The long-awaited "referral" of the proposed 
Traveston Crossing Dam to Peter Garrett is 
more an act of desperation than careful plan-
ning say those opposed to the project. What 
has actually occurred IS NOT a state or fed-
eral approval of the proposed Traveston 
Crossing Dam, but the decision of the Coordi-
nator General to send a draft of proposed 
approval conditions for the project to the 
federal government for consideration and 
feedback, PRIOR to the Coordinator General 
producing his assessment report on the pro-
posal. 
 

The Save the Mary River Coordinating Group 
President, Glenda Pickersgill, said the deci-
sion to send the draft conditions placed by the 
state’s Coordinator General has “everything to 
do with events unfolding in the Federal Court 
case over the failure to comply with condi-
tions on Paradise dam.” 
 

“This next step in the process has been in the 
wings for more than 12 months but the timing 
is surely no coincidence given the events of 
the last week.” 
 

In the Federal Court last week, the State So-
licitor General revealed there had been a re-
quest by Sunwater, the state government 
owned company to Minster Peter Garrett to 
alter the original conditions placed on the 
building of Paradise Dam and, as a result, the 
case has been adjourned until early Novem-
ber. 
 

Now, the State Government has just released 
the draft Coordinator General's report with 
draft conditions on the proposed Traveston 
crossing Dam to the Federal Environment 
Minister. Although the Premier is claiming a 
"green light", it is far from it with the Coordi-
nator General's draft report not being avail-
able for any critic of the detail. 
 

Ms Pickersgill said "The government is prom-
ising something that it cannot deliver. In order 
to get the 70,000 ML / year the premier 
claims would be available, the government's 
own modelling shows that the river down-
stream of the dam could be run dry for up to 
6 months at a time. This would bad news for 
the river, the Wetlands of the Great Sandy 
Strait, Hervey Bay, and World Heritage Fra-
ser island. How environmentally friendly is 
that?”  
 

"The last dam this government built, Paradise 
Dam on the Burnett River, is currently in the 
federal courts over not meeting the environ-
ment conditions for its construction, and has-
n't delivered on the economic promises ei-
ther. Sunwater, a government owned com-
pany, have completely ignored the federal 
condition to provide a fishway suitable for 
lungfish and that it was to commence when 
the dam became operational." she said. 
 

"How can anyone have faith in applying condi-
tions when they include totally untested and 
unproven methods? How can you interpret 
the request to change the conditions as any-
thing other than an admission of failure to 
meet them?” 
 

"Similarly the Queensland government's track 
record for delivering water projects on time 
and on budget is appalling. For example the 
Western Corridor and Tugan desalination 
projects have not produced the water that was 
promised, nor met the timelines or stayed 
within the budget." 
 

"The original $1.59 Billion project doesn't 
include the associated pipelines, or the blow-
outs of $100M on land purchasing already. 
The proposed Traveston Crossing dam is not a 
reliable water supply for a drought strategy 
and it more expensive than catching water 
where it falls, implementing water efficiencies 
in the household or even desalination." 
 

"Because of its small volume, location, shal-
lowness and associated high evaporation and 
seepage losses, it would empty very quickly in 

a drought - providing about 18 months of 
drought storage at best.. Like a shallow saucer 
left out in the backyard it would fill very easily 
when it rains, but provide no useful water 
storage at all when things get dry." 
 

Ms Pickersgill said the proposed dam would 
not only seriously reduce viable lungfish 
spawning areas and suitable cover for juveniles 
but they cause many deaths in the event of 
overtopping, such as recently shown at North 
Pine Dam and Somerset Dam. 
 

“Paradise is on trial because of the failings of 
its unproven fishway system. The proposed 
Traveston Dam would boast a “world-first” (ie 
untested) turtle ramp as well.”  
 

The premier should also be reminded that 
"green" is not a good colour for a dam . The 
poor water quality and heavy weed infesta-
tions anticipated in this storage would make it 
one of the most destructive impacts that could 
be imagined for the threatened species of the 
Mary River which the secret approval condi-
tions are intended to protect. 
 

“For some months now we’ve been calling on 
the government to send the information off to 
the federal minister for a decision. Several 
independent reports commissioned by the 
minister concurred with many of our concerns 
that there are no proven mitigation measures 
so we should feel pretty confident." 
 

“There’s no doubt that we’ve won this on 
science and that’s what the Minister’s decision 
has to be based on. We’ve won it on poll-
demonstrated opposition, even in Brisbane, 
but the Premier, despite her election night 
promise to listen, only seems to listen to the 
government’s spin department.” 
 

"No public consultation has been entered into 
on these proposed mitigation measures 
throughout the state EIS process to date and 
we are calling for the full extent of these pro-
posals be made available for public comment 
as part of the Federal approval process in the 
hands of the federal Environment Minister, 
Peter Garrett.  - Save the Mary Media Release 

Key messages:  The EIS hasn’t been sent to Peter Garrett, only a draft state-

ment of conditions...The dam has not been approved ...The dam remains an 

unviable solution to Queensland's water needs 

Now is the time to renew your Save the Mary membership and also to read the new edition of Love, Mary. Do both at the 

Save the Mary Info Centre in Kandanga or online via www.savetyhemaryriver.com . 
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